Bride Price 101: A Woman's Guide to 
Negotiation 


Abstract 


Friedrich Engels，a prominent proletarian theorist， posited in his 
influential work 7je Origiz ojtpe Faiz Private Propert a1d 1je 
tate:“Monogamy, the first family form rooted in Private property， 
emerged as individual marriage. It manifested as the Subjugation of 
women by men in gender Telations，characterized by women”s 
forced retreat from public life into the domestic sphere and the 
deprivation of their Sexual autonomy.”Feminist theory further 
contends that “marriage 1 fundamentally a system of male 
exploltation of women, a mechanism of oppression by the powerful 
against the vulnerable.” 


Observing our contemporary Society，it becomes evident that 
numerous women are deprived of fundamental rights - including the 
right to life, education, and employment - due to various Societal 
factors，However，those who benefit from this system remain 
unsatisfied，continually encroaching upon women's Tights and 
interests. Given the breadth of this topic, this article will focus 
Specifically on how women can protect their rights within the 
institution ofmarriage， 


Now, let's address the core 1$SSsues. When women are on the brink of 
marriage, they often find themselves grappling with a multitude of 
questions: How should they approach the delicate topic of bride 
price? What Strategies can they employ to ensure respect from their 
in-laws and avolid being treated poorly after marriagey? What 
considerations should they keep in mind when purchasing traditional 
gold jewelry? How can they navigate the complex process of adding 


their name to property deeds? 


These and numerous other concerns weigh heavily on the minds of 
brides-to-be. In this article, I aim to provide a comprehenslive guide 
addressing these marriage-related 1lSsues，offering a one-stop 
solution for women facing these common pre-wedding dilemmas. 
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I. Select your life partner(S) 


Marriage is a pivotal decision, often described in Chinese culture as 
a Woman'S“second chance at life.”Thus, choosing a reliable life 
partner is of paramount Importance. 


When it comes to marriage, especially when it involves Telocating 
far 在 om one's family, there'"s a telling saying Tve encountered: 
“YourTetruly marrying far 引 when your husband upsets you at noon， 
youI father can't reach him for a scolding by evening.”Women 
would do well to keep this principle in mind when evaluating 
potential spouses. 


Let'"s explore in detail how to choose the right marriage partner. 
1. Categorizing Potential Partners 


The quality of contemporary Chinese men ls generally Viewed as 
Subpar. They are often described as lazy, lacking backbone, uncouth， 
and vulgar, with little interest in life's finer aspects, poor aesthetic 
Sense, and alack ofsocial graces. Many are Seen as overly dependent 
on their mothers. 


Given this perspective, you are Strongly advised to raise extreme 


caution when selecting a marriage partner. Consider dating multiple 
men Simultaneously to identify the best candidate. This approach 
draws a parallel to natural selection，where only the fittest males 
qualify for reproduction. It"s justified as a means of securing high- 
quality genes for your future offspring. 


Men can be categorized into three groups: elite men， rising stars 
and average men. 


Elite men are those who meet all of the following criterla: a net 
height between 180-18S$cm，parents in business oOTr government 
positions, good health with secure retirement prospects, household 
registration in Beljing，Shanghai， Guangzhou，or Shenzhen， 
Ownership of at least two mortgage-free properties im prime Urban 
areas, family liquid assets of at least RMB 3 million yuan (approx. 
$420,000 USD), an annual income of at least RMB S$00,000 yuan 
(approx. $70,000 USD), and a master's degree or higher. 


Rising stars, also known as PHpoenix 1e1, are those who meet any 
four ofthe above criteria. 


Average men are those who meet any two of these criteria. 


It is Strongly discouraged to engage with men who fall below these 
standards. 


2. Partner selection strategy 


Elite men are portrayed as a Scarce resource. The advice provided is 
to tenaciously hold onto such a man if encountered. In extreme 
ScenarlioSs，pregnancy 1S Suggested as a means to secure the 
relationship through parental obligation， The subtleties of this 
strategy are left for individual interpretation，with the implication 


that Successful execution results in Significant gain. 


For men categorized as rising stars (also referred to as Ppoe1zix 11e11)， 
a strategy of concurrent courtship with multiple candidates is 
proposed，aiming to select the most suitable partner. There's a 
recommendation to prioritize physical attributes such as height and 
attractiveness, based on the premilse that these qualities will remain 
appealing over time. 


Average men are positioned as potential “backups”or "best male 
friends” They're viewed as a contingency plan when chosen elites 
Or rising Stars proves unsatisfactory. It's suggested to maintain 
connections with 3-9 such men, noting that managing more could be 
challenging. The advised relationship status with these men 18 
described as being more than friendship but less than a romantic 
involvement，with a caution against allowing them to easily gain 
affection. 


Strong emphasis 1s placed on avoliding relationships with men who 
are overly dependent on their mothers, colloquially termed “mama”s 
boys.”This warning ls reiterated three times for emphaslis. The 
rationale provided is that such a man's financial resources are 
equated with his mother”"s, not the potential partner”S$. The advice 18 
to avold marriage with such men，regardless of other positive 
qualities. 


For identifying men with this characteristic, reliance on intuition is 
advised. It suggests that 让 one Suspects a man of being overly 
dependent on his mother, this perception ls likely accurate. 


II. Pre-wedding Preparation 


1. Gaining control in the relationship 


Disclaimer: The following strategies don't apply to what we 
conslider elite men. A man is generally deemed elite 计 he's not 
overly dependent on his mother, doesn't excessively drink, gamble， 
engage in domestic violence, or Seek extramatrital affairs, most other 
tralts can be acceptable. Remember this principle:“A man who 
hasn't shown complete devotion to you isn't matrriage material.” 


During courtship, regardless of your natural disposition, maintain a 
Somewhat cold and reserved attitude. This creates a dynamic where 
the man feels compelled to work hard for your approval. However， 
Strike a balance - don't be excessively distant， Offer occasional 
positive reinforcement to keep him hopeful, feeling that with just a 
bit more effort, he can win your affection. 


Strategy 1: Practice calculated reciprocity. I he treats you to an 
expensive meal, reciprocate with a smaller gesture like buying him 
abubbletea. Ifhetakes youto an amusement park orabar, givehim 
a Small token gift such as a keychain or a stuffed animal. 


Strategy 2: Occaslionally make Somewhat capriclious statements, but 
not Unreasonable. Let him take these seriously, then feign upset. 
Temporarily block or delete his contacts and wait for him to 
apologize and seek your forgiveness， 


Strategy 3: Show periodic interest in his parents”well-being. This 
will make you appear considerate and family-oriented，Then， 
arrange for him to meet your parents (he']l likely bring gifts)， 
implying you'Te considering him as part of your family. 


Im summary: Men can be emotionally nalive in relationships, often 
deeply moved by small gestures they interpret as profound love. 
Learn to leverage minimal efforts for maximum gains, using minor 
displays of affection to _ significantly increase his attachment. 


Managing a relationship is like animal training - balance firmness 
and gentleness to guide him in your desired direction. Don't be 
excesSlvely harsh unless you intend to drive him away or provoke a 
dramatic Teaction，Remember，no one tolerates mistreatment 
indefinitely; excesslive pressure will cause a _ breaking point. 
Conversely，being too lenient could disadvantage you in the 
relationship dynamics. 


2. Establishing Financial Control 


Once you"ve cultivated a compliant dynamic in the relationship, it?s 
time to take charge of the finances. Persuade him to relinquish 
control ofhis salary and bank cards, citing concerns about impulsive 
spending and the need for long-term financial planning. Atthis stage， 
he's likely to agree, believing you're acting in the best interest of 
your Shared future. 


Implement an allowance system, adjusting the amount based on his 
behavior - increase when he pleases you, decrease when he doesn't. 
Refrain from spending his money frivolously for now, as it's pre- 
marital property. Consider yourself a safe-guarder rather than an 
Owner. 


Invest in stable financial products or funds. He ls unlikely to inquire 
about the returns and might even pralise your financial acumen. 


Gradually tighten your financial control, discouraging any attempts 
at Secret Savings. If he doesn't complain about a RMB 1000 yuan 
(approx. USD $130) monthly allowance for three months and still 
buys you gifts, conslider reducing itto RMB 800 yuan (approx. USD 
$110) from the fourth month. Adjust until you reach a level that's 
just sufficient for his needs. 


Please remember, it"s a zero-Sum game -the less he spends,the more 
youhave in your wallet. 


Ihe questions this arrangement, present the investment returns to 
quell hlis concerns， If necesSsary，leverage Social presSure by 
discussing your financial management on Social media or with 
mutual acquaintances. Coordinate with friends to reinforce your 
stance:“My partner manages with justRMB 500 yuan (approx. USD 
$70) amonth. Yours is generous giving youRMB 800 yuan (approx. 
USD $110).” 


Occasionally use your own money to send small gifts to his parents. 
The older generation in China often holds traditional views about 
gender roles，believing“men work outside，women manage the 
household” and“a good daughter-in-law brings prosperity for three 
generations.”Cultivate an Image ofbeing the ideal daughter-in-law. 
This will likely prompt them to encourage youlr partner towards 
marriage, accelerating your path to the altar. 


3. Pre-wedding Negotiations 


As marriage preparations begin, discusslions about the bride Price 
and dowIry become inevitable. Your earlier efforts im cultivating a 
positive relationship with his parents now position you 
advantageously to address the bride price directly. His parents are 
likely to be generous, eager to welcome you into their family. 


Regarding traditional gold jewelry gifts, some regions in China have 
customs of“five gold items”or “three gold items”for weddings. 
了 Oowever, exerclise moderation here. Because these pieces are Tarely 
worn daily, and reselling often results in a financial loss. It*s better 
to focus your energy on asking a higher bride price and securing 
your name on property deeds. 


Negotiate the bride price based on the family”s financial Situation， 
but as a general principle, it shouldn't be less than RMB 200,000 
yuan (approx. USD $25S,000). Pursue adding your name to property 
deeds whenever possible. While I won't elaborate on property 
matters，here'Ss a key tactic for negotiating the bride Price (also 
applicable to property discussions): 


(U IThe attitude approach 


Emphasize that the bride price represents an attitude -- a measure of 
how much the groom's family values you- rather than fixating on a 
Specific amount. Ifhe attempts to negotiate, accuse him of having a 
problematic_ attitude， Reference a “friend” who recelved a 
Substantial bride price，gave birth to two sons, and now lives in 
marital bliss，The veracity of this friend is irrelevant;，they'Te 
unlikely to fact-check. 


Notes: Be wary 夺 your partner Suggests donating the bride price to 
charity in your name，claiming it demonstrates the right attitude 
while doing good. This indicates reluctance to provide a bride piice. 
A man who is both frugal and difficult im thlis matter might be best 
avoided. 


(2) The tradition gambit 


Presentthebride price as an inviolable custom from your hometown. 
Emphasize your family”s deep-rooted traditionallism, suggesting that 
failing to adhere to this custom would cause your parents Significant 
loss of face within your community. Stress thatthe specified amount 
is standard and non-negotiable in your place of origin. This approach 
can be effectively combined with the 4ttitrude 4pproacjm for 
maximum Impact， 到 needed，escalate the discussion with 
emotionally charged questions such as，“Do you truly love me?”or 


“Are you attempting to deceive me into marriage2” 


Notes: Exercise discretion in employing this method ifyour lifestyle 
is notably progressive, yoOUI romantic history is diverse，oOr you'Te 
generally open about intimate matters，For instance， 填 you 
frequently express views like“TIs virginity really that Significant? 
Why should childbearing， child-rearing，and housework be 
exclusively women's responsibilities? We'te living in the 218! 
centuryl” then suddenly pivot to emphasizing traditional customs, it 
may cause youUL partner to question the conslistency of your Stance. 
This apparent contradiction could potentially undermine your 
negotiation Strategy, allowing your partner to regain the upper hand 
in the discussion. 


(3) The compensation Strategy 


You maintain that children are essentially born for men'”s benefit， 
and the bride price Serves as compensation for the sacrifices women 
make during childbirth. You argue that having children Significantly 
hampers your career prospects; you could have potentially become 
a millionaire or even a billionaire through your own efforts，but 
instead, you'Te now confined to a meager monthly salary of RMB 
3,000 yuan (approx. USD $400)j, take it or leave it due to the career 
setbacks caused by motherhood. Furthermore, you emphasize the 
lasting physical toll of childbirth on your body, insisting that these 
factors justify substantial compensation. 


Notes: lt's crucial to assess a man's intellijgence before employing 
this strategy. Some men may respond with genuine gratitude for 
your Sacrifices upon hearing about the difficulties of childbirth. 
Others might draw parallels to their own mothers”experiences， 
potentially transforming from independent individuals into mother- 
dependent“mama's boys.”However，a particularly shrewd man 


might propose alternative arrangements, Such as Suggesting having 
a child without marriage, offering to pay you directly for the child， 
Or even exploring surrogacy options to“single fathers by choice.” 
Believe me: men who respond in Such ways are fundamentally 
unsuitable for marriage. 玉 you do end up marrying Such a man， 
divorce may be inevitable. 


In the event of divorce, always prioritize Securing child custody 一 
not only because the child is rightfully yours but also because 站 
entitles you to alimony and inheritance rights for the child. 


(4) The value assertion Strategy 


This approach is particularly effective for you who possess striking 
physical attributes or Significant assets. You Should confidently 
challenge,“Given my exceptional qualities，don't you think I 
deserve a more Substantial bride price2”or“Do you really believe 
this paltry sum would Impress Someone of my caliber?” Its crucial 
to convey a profound sense of disdain for the offered bride price， 
maintaining a "take it or leaveit-Tmindifferent to your decision” 
attitude. 


Remember，post-marriage，youI financial assets Should remain 
exclusively yours，while his assets Should be considered yoUT 
property. Showing financial leniency towards men ls equivalent to 
being harsh on yourself. As Xueqin Li aptly put itt“Women should 
prioritize self-care; those who prioritize men'”s needs often face a 
lifettme of misfortune” Therefore，it's imperative not to feel 
Sympathy for men in these financial matters. 


Notes: 区 may backfire when employing this method with 
particularly stubborn Individuals. 


(S) The emotional investment leverage 


This strategy 1S particularly effective for you in long-term 
relationships，Challenge your partner with pointed questions: 
“We've been together for So long，doesn't my invested youth 
watrrant this financial conslderation2” or “Are you choosing between 
loving me and loving money?”or “Tf you truly love me, isn't this 
amount a Small price to pay?”Tpe key is to explicitly link the bride 
price to the titme, youth, and emotional investment you”ve dedicated 
to the relationship, compelling him to acquiesce. 


Men often tendto be self-reflective, frequently questioning ifthey'Te 
at fault or 过 they'"re being too frugal. When employing this strategy， 
use emotional distancing techniques. For instance, cry silently in his 
presence, inform his parents that you can no longer conslider them 
family, or even Suggest calling o 侍 the wedding entirely. 


Don't hesitate to leverage your emotional connection as a form of 
pressure. Given youIr previous exemplary behavior and qualities， 
he's unlikely to find someone superior to you. Typically, at this 
juncture, his social circle, particularly his parents, may intervene and 
persuade him to comply, often resulting in his parents Teprimanding 
him for his reluctance. 


Notes: It's crucial to have consistently nurtured his tendency for 
immediate self-reflection. Avoid allowing him to entertain thoughts 
like，“JIsn't my youth equally valuable>”” or “Haven'tIinvested just 
as muchy7”This method is most effective with men who have been 
conditioned to your influence over an extended period. 


(0) The security assurance Strategy 


When your partner expresses concerns about the high bride Price， 


articulate your rationale clearly:“It"s not about wanting the money; 
it'S _ about seeking security”” Elaborate with points Such as: 
“Marrying you means relocating far from my family. I need to 
ensure I can still Support my parents.”“I have insecurities and fear 
vulnerablility in marriage. This is my safety net”“By joining your 
family, Fm leaving mine. My father invested years in my Upbringing 
and education. Isn't it feasonable to ask for this compensation2” 


The crucial step jls to Secure the bride price first. Once obtained， 
engage in discussions about gender equality, emphasizing that as an 
only child, you also bear the responsibility of caring for your aging 
parents. At this stage, men typically become more accepting of the 
arrangement. 


Notes: If you come from a financially comfortable background， 
these arguments might seem less convincing. This strategy 1S 
particularly effective for those of you who are marrying into distant 
families or those from less Privileged backgrounds. Adapt the 
approach based on your specific cirfcumstances and family Situation. 


(7) The Cood Co Pad Cop negotiation strategy 


This approach involves a strategic role-play within your family. You 
maintain a neutral stance, focusing solely on wedding preparations， 
while your parents take on the role of assertive negotiators. They 
employ the Six methods previously discussed to negotiate with yoUT 
partners family. Your role ls to intervene occaslionally, appearing to 
mediate and soften your parents” stance at crucial moments，. 


This strategy is considered optimal for Several reasons. It helps you 
avoid direct conflict with your partner”s family, positioning you as 
the reasonable party and potentially earning gratitude from your 
partner. Additionally, itallows youto maintain a firm stance without 


being the direct instigator of demands. 


Notes: Be aware that some perceptive partners might see through 
this tactic, rfecognlzing it as a coordinated family effort where you're 
playing the“good person.”This approach ls particularly effective 
for you who have consistently maintained an image of being 
agreeable, typlcally appearing carefree and without Strong opinions 
一 the “innocent Sir” persona. 


You are encoulraged to combine the aforementioned methods when 
negotiating the bride price for optimal results. Some may perceive 
these Strategies as overly calculating. To those individuals, [ would 
like to share a quote from Professor Li Meijin, a renowned Chinese 
criminal psychology expert:“A woman's greatest contribution 1S 
pregnancy; her womb jls akin to another form of property. 
Additionally, breastfeeding allows women, as mothers, to produce 
the most precious form of sustenance directly. It ls thus 
accordance with natural order for men to provide housing and 
financial Support for the family. Those who disrupt this covenant 
may face consequences .….” 


LI 1 recommended to apply the aforementioned Strategies 
comprehensively when negotiating the bride Price to achieve 
optimal outcomes. Acknowledging that some may percelive these 
methods as excessively calculating, the text offers a_ perspective 
attributed to Professor Meijin Li, described as a prominent criminal 
Psychology expert in China. 


According to thetext, Projessor Zi11s 9gyotead as Say11g: 4 Wo12a11 
1IOS1 Sig1111icazpt coatriputio7n Preg1a11c2 er MUterus 1 co1Pa1apDje 
io a11ot1jer 1jor1z oj prope 太 EUrtper1aore, 奶 1ogj Dreastjeeding， 


1IOtje1s dizrectDy produce 1pe 11oSst VGLUaDie 1joz1a of rox11SH1ie11L 7 
jecip1rocatio11, 太 1 co11sidered 11a1fu1ral 1jor 11e1l 10 Provide 1oxsi11g 
Q10 1i11a11ciGQL SUDPOo1L Jor 1je ja11110 TI1g 1 viewed as 1pe atural 
Oo1de1，a1d 1jose Who qisjuptl 1 妇 1 Perceived comtract 11017 Jace 
CO11SeEGUHE11CeES.“ 


III. The wedding 


When planning your wedding, you have considerable flexibility im 
arranging the details，with the understanding that the groom will 
cover most expenses. However, it"s crucial to be mindful of the 
groom's feelings on the big day， While he has provided the 
traditional bride price, he may still have mixed emotions about it. 
[It's important not to overly challenge or embarrass him during the 
ceremonies. 


Remember that in Chinese culture, men often place great importance 
on face" orpublic image. They'retypically willing to spend money 
to maintain their dignity, and you can Strategically balance this with 
financial consliderations.， Encourage the groom to prepare and 
distribute the customary red envelopes (cash gifts) generously and 
in advance. During the traditional bride pickup ceremony，it'S 
acceptable to present Some light-hearted challenges, but be careful 
not to overdo it. The goal is to have an enjoyable and harmonious 
celebration that both families will cherish, not to risk spoiling youT 
own wedding day. 


IV. Married Life and Divorce 


Marriage 18 described as a woman's“Ssecond chance at life,” 
Suggesting it as a means to improve one's jlife circumstances 
regardless of birth conditions. 世 characterizes marriage as 8a 
transaction where women can exchange intangible assets (Such as 


family name rights, family status, patriarchal privileges) for tangible 
financial benefits. 


The advice provided js to utilize these intangible assets as 
negotiation tools， without necessarily _ being committed to 
relinquishing them. The text emphasizes Strategic planning in 
marital negotiations. 


Several legal practices in China are highlighted: 


1. After one year of marriage,，bride price ls typically considered 
joint marital property or amarriage-related gift, awarded to the wife 
in case of divorce. 


2. Dowry ls classified as the wife's premarital property， 


3. Even in cases of adultery by the wife, any resulting children are 
legally considered legitimate andthe husband ls obligatedto support 
them. 


4. Ia husband adds his wife's name to a property he purchased 
before matrriage, She becomes entitled to a portion of it in case of 
divorce. 


3. In some regions, prenuptial agreements stipulating that all agreed- 
upon property goestothe faithful party in case ofadultery are legally 
recognized. 


Therefore，we advise you to Study marriage law,，consult lawyers， 
and Sign prenuptial agreements. It suggests that men are Susceptible 
to infidelity and alludes to ways to exploit this, though it refrains 
from explicit details. 


For divorce proceedings, it recommends emphasizing any negative 
habits of the husband (Such as domestic violence, alcoholism，or 
gambling). It advises documenting any disputes, magnifying minor 
issues，and obtaining wiitten apologies or guarantees from the 
husband. These documents are said to be recognized in couIt. 


Regarding domestic violence, the text suggests documenting any 
injuries，even those not caused by abuse, as potential evidence. 攻 
advises leaving thetask of clarification to the other party and debate 
to the lawyers. 


Finally, it strongly recommends seeking a female judge for divorce 
proceedings，asserting that only female judges will advocate for 
women's interests. 


V. Concluding thoughts 


[It's crucial to have faith in our nation and its legal system. The state 
has avested interest in promoting marriage, particularly among men， 
as Unmarried individuals without familial responsibilities are often 
percelved as potential sources of soclal instability. 


Approach life with unwavering confidence. When confronted with 
challenges, don't hesitate to make your voice heard - be it on Social 
media platforms like Weibo or WeChat, in court or at your partner”S 
workplace. More often than not, a strong stance leads to compromise 
from the opposing party， 


Always believe im your own Strength. Protect your interests,， Strive 
to be independent and accomplished women, and carry yourselves 
with dignity and resolve. Your power lies in your determination and 
Self-assurance， 


